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AAWD 2019 Board of Directorsô Executive Committee members are installed during the Awards Dinner 

at the Annual Conference. Pictured are (from left) Dr. Jodie Wing Lee, vice president; Dr. Tanya Gibson, 

secretary; Dr. Brittany Bergeron, president; Dr. Tamara Berg, immediate past president; Dr. Elizabeth 

Diaz Ramos, treasurer; and Dr. Daphne Ferguson Young, president elect.   
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Follow us on Facebook! 

https://www.facebook.com/womendentists/ 

and 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/AAWD

MembersOnly/ 

 

To become a member of AAWD, 
call us at 800-920-2993, 

email us at info@aawd.org, 
or visit www.aawd.org. 

 

Dr. Leslie Grant was presented the AAWD 2018 

Lucy Hobbs Taylor Award at the 97
th
 Annual 

Conference November 6.            Story on page 8. 
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AAWD 2018 Board of Directors
 

President 
Tamara Berg, DDS 

President-Elect 
Brittany Bergeron, DDS 

Vice-President 
Daphne Ferguson-Young, DDS 
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Immediate Past-President 
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Editor 
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Presidentôs Message 

Want to contribute to the Chronicle? 

Our section ñTales from the Dentistôs Chairò is your chance to share unique case 

studies, personal essays and stories of challenges and triumphs in your career and 

practice. To be considered for the next issue, please submit your story or essay 

(500 words or fewer) to chronicle@aawd.org by January 2, 2019. 

 

Please include a high-resolution color headshot and photos. 

Tamara Berg, DDS 

2018 AAWD President 

     What a fabulous weekend we shared at the 2018 

AAWD conference in Savannah! Our planning chair, 

Dr. Brittany Bergeron, is to be congratulated on the 

achievement. We had many sponsors and exhibitors, and 

I challenge you to reach out and thank these companies 

for supporting women dentists.   

     If you attended the Saturday lectures, you are 

probably like me todayðtrying to remember to get a 

focal point, look down through your loupes and not alter 

your head position. It was such a fun lecture for a dentist 

of any level of her career. Are you doing your stretches 

every time you put on a pair of gloves? Another 

highlight of the weekend was the SPAôrty event, during 

which many of us had an amazing foot scrub and chair 

massage. We even left the event with our own shower 

misting fragrances. So much fun, and definitely NOT 

like any other continuing education conference!  

     Save the dates now for the 2019 AAWD conference, September 26-28, in Phoenix, 

Arizona. It will be another weekend for celebration. Our theme is ñOasis of Collaboration,ò 

and we will have some great speakers and fun networking events. More details will be 

coming in the months to come, so please watch your email. And if havenôt joined us on 

social media yet, now is the time.  
 

     Itôs been a wonderful 2018 to serve as your President. One of my 2018 goals was to 

increase membership, and we are thrilled to report our numbers are increasing. New local 

and student chapters are being added. We want you to share with other female dentists 

about this fabulous organization so we can keep building on that success. If you know some 

female dentists in your area you would like me to reach out to, please send me a list. I 

would be happy to include them on my invites. 

     The 2019 Board was installed and will begin working for your organization in January. 

It was so meaningful that our new board members were ALL in attendance, and even 

though we each have very busy lives, they made the journey to Savannah to meet one 

another. As I finish out the year and move into the Past President role, I wish you blessings 

over the holidays and look forward to working with you in 2019.  

 

 

mailto:chronicle@aawd.org
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Donate Online 

Smiles for Success is not just about a smile; itôs about transforming lives! Smiles for Success was established in 

1995 by a group of AAWD members who wanted to help other women who were helping themselves. This is still true 

today.  

 

Smiles for Success offers cost free dental work for women who are enrolled in programs to prepare them to transfer 

from welfare to work. Many of these women need a confidence boost for job interviews in order to reenter the work force.  

The dental care offered is intended as a short-term boost to those who need treatment unavailable to them through 

government programs and traditional insurance. Smiles for Success coordinates this careðmatching the volunteer with the 

patient, overseeing the treatment plan process, and covering lab costs.   

 

Just like every other charitable foundation, Smiles for Success is in need of funding to stay relevant. We are 

researching opportunities for grants and donations, but in the past, AAWD members have been counted on for donations.  

I feel that is still true today. We also need volunteer dentists and new leads on job training programs. We hope to work with 

volunteer dentists in their own communities to find these programs so that we can reach more areas than ever before.  

 

AAWD dental students are the future of the organization, and there is no better way for students to experience 

charitable dental work than through our foundation, right in their own academic environment. To keep these programs going 

and start new programs in other dental schools, we need AAWD members in the academic setting to serve as liaisons for 

treatment planning and coordination. This is yet another way for AAWD members to contribute to Smiles for Success.  

 

Our foundation is about women helping women. After all, isnôt that what AAWD is all about? AAWD has helped 

so many other women dentists navigate the hectic world of juggling a profession and a business, along with the roles of wife 

and mother, and all the other hats we wear. But we canôt forget about reaching out to help those less fortunate. We hope you 

will be a part of the ñ100 by 100 Campaignò and help introduce Smiles for Success into the lives of more women who are 

helping themselves! 

 

The Smiles for Success Foundation is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt, charitable organization and as such, this donation to 

the Foundation may be tax deductible.  

 

AAWD turns 100 years old in 2021! 

Help make Smiles for Success 

one of the most outstanding contributions 

to dentistry in the last 100 years!  

DREAM BIG!! !  
 

https://smilesforsuccess.org/campaigns/smiles-for-success/
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Merrill Lynchôs Melissa Spickler (far left) and Denise Meulebrouck (far 

right) added several special touches to the Savannah Supper Club held at 

Vicôs on the River during the AAWD annual conference.  

AAWD members enjoyed the exciting sessions and events at the 2018 annual concerenfece held November 4-6 in Savannah, 
Georgia.    
 

Left: AAWD 

President Dr. Berg 

(right) passes the 

gavel to 2019 

President Dr. 

Bergeron during the 

AAWD Awards 

Ceremony held 

November 6. 

 97
th

 Annual Conference of the AAWD   

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above and below, Posturedonticsô Dr. Bethany Valachi shares information with 

conference attendees to assist with pain prevention/management and fitness in 

their dental practices.    

 

From left, Immediate Past President Dr. Karyl 

Patten, Vice President Dr. Daphne Ferguson- 

Young, and Director of Archives Dr. Mary 

Licking enjoy the Savannah Supper Club.  

The Savannah Supper Club provided an opportunity for 

shared ideas for the future of AAWD. From left are 

President Dr. Tamara Berg, Merrill Lynchôs Melissa 

Spickler, President Elect Dr. Brittany Bergeron, Student 

representative Dr. Sangita Murali and Secretary Dr. Jodie 

Wing Lee with student members.  
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Dr. Anne L. Koch (back, center) presents sessions on new endodontic 

procedures and instrumentation at the conference, which includes a hands-on 

session. Dr. Koch was sponsored by Brasseler USA, whose district manager 

Tom Robertson is kneeling (left). 

Above: AAWD President Elect Dr. Brittany Bergeron 

(standing) leads a breakout session to address the future 

communications needs of the organization.  

Top right: (from left) Immediate Past President Dr. Karyl 
Patten, Treasurer Dr. Tanya Gibson, and Secretary Dr. 

Jodie Wing Lee discuss the meeting agenda. 

Right: (from left) Dr. Bergeron reviews Board materials 

with President Dr. Berg and Executive Director Donna 

Deans. 

97
th

 Annual Conference (continued)  

 

 

 

AAWD Board of Direct ors Works Diligently  Duri ng Annual Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

MGE Management Expertsô Dr. Leslie Pasco leads a 

conference session on effective case acceptance.   


