
SAMPLE

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF WOMEN DENTISTS ____________________________________________ Chapter

Constitution

ARTICLE I

Name


The name of the corporation shall be _______________________________________________, hereinafter referred to as the “Chapter.”

ARTICLE II

Objectives


The objectives of the Chapter shall be to:

1. Offer opportunities for personal growth through association with women in our profession.

2. Support the goals of the American Association of Women Dentists to “enrich and nurture the diverse lives of women dentists.”


ARTICLE III

Membership


Section 1.  Classification.  Membership in this Chapter shall be:  Active and Affiliate. 

Section 2.  Qualifications.


A.
Active.  Any student or dentist.  Each shall have all the rights and privileges of membership including the right to vote and hold office.  An active member is a person who has paid local and national dues for the current year. 

B.
Affiliate.  Any person who is supportive of goals of the Association may have Affiliate Membership.  The Affiliate Member shall have all the privileges and responsibilities of an Active Member except those of voting and holding office.

Section 3.  Reprimand or Termination.

Any member may be terminated for cause by the Chapter at a business meeting by a three-fourths vote of the membership present and voting, provided the individual has been given an opportunity to be heard and make a satisfactory explanation of the reasons provoking this action to the Executive Board.


 

ARTICLE IV

Executive Board, Officers and Directors and Their Duties

Section 1.  Executive Board Composition

The elected officers of this chapter shall be President, Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary, and such other officers as may be determined by the Board of Directors.  Student Chapters must appoint a Faculty Advisor.

Section 2.
Powers

The Executive Board shall be the administrative and managing body of the Chapter, vested with full power to conduct all business subject to the constitution and the mandates of the voting membership.

Section 3.
Duties

1. To fill vacancies which may occur in elective offices;

2. To approve committee appointments recommended by the President and to create special committees when needed;

3. To consult with and advise committee chairpersons in their activities, except the nominating committee;

4. To submit a report of its activities to the members at each business session.

Officers

Section 1.
Name and Number

The elected officers of this Chapter shall be a President, Vice President, and Secretary-Treasurer.

Section 2.
Nomination and Election

Only members who have been active members for at least one year may be nominated for elective office in this Chapter. Nominations shall be made by a Nominating Committee and presented at the first Winter Quarter meeting.  Additional nominations shall be invited from the members present.  Elections shall be done at the succeeding meeting.  Each nominee shall give a speech presenting reasons for seeking office.  Elections of officers may be accomplished by acclamation or written ballot, voted either by individually or by inclusion of the entire slate.  However, any office involving more than one candidate must be voted by written ballot.  The candidate receiving a majority of votes shall be declared elected.  Voting by written ballot shall be mandatory if requested by a single member who is present at the meeting and entitled to vote.

Section 3.
Term of Office

All officers shall hold office beginning Spring Quarter until the successors are duly elected.

Section 4.
Vacancy

In the event the office of President becomes vacant, the Vice-President will serve as President.  In the event of a vacancy in the offices of Vice-President, Secretary, or Treasurer, the Executive Board shall appoint an interim replacement to complete the term of office.

Section 5.
Duties


President:

1. Preside at all Chapter Meetings

2. Set dates for all regular and special meetings of the Chapter

3. Represent the Chapter in all matters relating to its affairs

4. Appoint, in conjunction with the Executive Board, chairperson of each committee.

5. Be an active member of the National association.

6. Serve as director of the Executive Board.

Vice President

1. Assist the President in chapter operations

2. Be responsible for public relations, including all newsletter articles written in conjunction with the Secretary-Treasurer

3. Be an active member of the National Association

4. Chair the Membership Committee

5. Assume the duties of President in case of absence or resignation

6. Assume the responsibility of mailing notices of all meetings to the members.

Secretary-Treasurer

1. Keep all records of the Chapter

2. Keep minutes and attendance records of Chapter Meetings

3. Write articles for the publication in conjunction with the Vice President

4. Be responsible for the Chapter budget

5. Be responsible for the monies of the Chapter

6. Pay Chapter bills

7. Keep accurate detailed account of all receipts and disbursements

8. Give financial status of the organization at meetings.

ARTICLE V

     Meetings  

Section 1.
Parliamentary Procedure

Robert’s Rules of Order Revised may be the guide for all meetings at the discretion of the President or appropriate chairperson.

Section 2.
The Chapter

An annual meeting shall be called by the President in Winter Quarter for the purpose of election of officers for the ensuing year, receiving and reviewing annual reports of officers and committees, and conducting other official business of the Chapter.  Additional business sessions may be held separately or in conjunction with the educational and social meetings of the Chapter.  Officers shall be installed at the first meeting of the Spring Quarter.

ARTICLE IV

     Committees

Section 1.
Establishment of Committees

Committees may be created at any time by action of the Executive Board or request of the members of any business session.  Such committees will serve until their specified work is completed or until the next elected Executive Board reviews committee appointments.

Section 2.
Composition and Appointment

Each committee shall be composed of a chairperson who shall specify additional members.  Members of the Nominating Committee shall be appointed by the President, subject to approval by the Executive Board.

Section 3.
Standing Committees and Duties

Planning Committee – It shall be the duty of the Planning Committee to oversee the planning of educational and social activities.  For student chapters, the actual arrangements for these activities may be delegated to the appropriate class.  For example, Fall Quarter activities may be organized by Junior Class, Winter Quarter by the Freshman Class, etc.

Nominating Committee – It shall be the duty of the Nominating Committee to obtain from the Vice-President a list of members eligible to hold office, and from the list prepare in writing the nominees for office to be presented at the appropriate meeting before elections.

Membership Committee – It shall be the duty of the Membership Committee to promote activities to increase and strengthen the membership of the Chapter.  The Vice-President shall serve as chairperson and maintain a register of members.

ARTICLE VII

     Finance
Section 1.
Dues

The annual dues shall be determined by the Executive Board and reviewed each year.  If dues of a new member are paid during the last quarter, they will cover membership for the succeeding year.

Section 2.
National Dues

Local member dues and national member dues are two separate dues. The Chapter may collect dues for the American Association of Women Dentists (National Office) and said monies shall be paid to the AAWD Central Office.

Section 3.
Renewals

Bills for renewal dues for the ensuing year shall be distributed by the Treasurer by the second meeting of the Fall Quarter and shall be payable no later than January 1 of each year.

Section 4.
Failure to Pay

Failure to pay dues will result in loss of voting rights.

ARTICLE VIII

      Amendments


This constitution may be amended or repealed by a majority vote of the members present at any regular or special meeting called for the purpose, provided that notices stating the contemplated changes have been delivered to the members at least two weeks prior to the voting date.

ARTICLE IX

      Organization
The Chapter shall be a non-profit organization.  If this Chapter is dissolved at any time, no part of its funds shall be distributed to, or among, its members, but, after payment of all indebtedness of the Chapter, any surplus funds shall be given to the American Association of Women Dentists.
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